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June 27, 2017

RE: Written testimony opposing Council 811 No. 52 (2017)

Dear Chair Manahan, Vice Chair Elefante and Committee Members Anderson and Pine:

I am writing in strong opposition to the proposed change for the tax exemption regarding
historic homes in HawaN. Please do not approve Council Bil 52 which will increase the property
tax for historic homes to $1000.

My wife and I are owners of a small cottage in Manoa built in 1927. The tax exemption a lows us
to afford the regular and extraordinary expenses associated with maintaining a historic home at
the standard required by the City and County ordinance. During the past year, we were able to
remodel the kitchen of our home, replacing some very old cabinets and upgrading the electrica
system so that is safe with more modern appliances We also needed to replace old and
deteriorated exterior woodwork. In order to comply with all of the government regulations
controlling historic homes as well as the costs to use custom milled woodwork to conform with
the historic standards we incurred additional costs which our contractor estimated as over 30%
of the cost to remodel a similar sized home. On an on-going annual basis, we incur expenses
for skilled and expensive craftsmen that can work with older materials and non-standard fixtures
that have to be special ordered.

Speaking with owners of historic properties, I know that our experience is not unique. As a
group, owners of historic properties take pride in their homes and contribute to the character of
their neighborhoods. With the island-wide housing development going on with high rises and
tract homes, historic homes serve as a reminder of our rich cultural history and our ability to
adapt architectural styles to our climate and lifestyle.

We are losing too many of the things that make Hawaii unique. Please allow the tax exemption
to remain at its current level so we can continue to distinguish our Oahu neighborhoods from
California sprawl.

Sincerely, I

Duane Okamoto
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